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RITE OF m&mmw Some piercings must huet !%E:
Toro styled It wiis i e mgh to hold -

A

well, and
the anasthetic wears off. Perhapsthere is nrfrfes in that pain.
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m‘s@@ummw»mmw,{:ﬂ_l_ﬁwﬁ ,
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interesting take on the issue, Glisekdieh bes
Hieves our understanding of paiecbias all but
lost its Hink 1o holiness. “The modern pep
som 194 patient or a citizen,” he says, "some-
dne withindividuad rights, including the
#ght toavoid pain. No one wants torgo
Bl o siivies breven dentists without
arcythiedos! But the fsult Wihagwe fHrgot
that life’s many paing vsed tohiive distin
and vivid meanings. Thise widaiingesichat
pain can be healing, orinitiating, orine
structive - have beet lost despibe the fact
that many of ourp seifl vight thire
i Phe ek isto learn how to change that
profine pain into s );mthix)gmingﬁlh 2
formol selC-sacrifice”

L Hesgot apoint there. Childbirth hurt
Tike nothilng D ever knowin, Yet there was
soroething holy about that agony. Labor's

puinveditind we vy animal
essences Gonewersego and intellect:
ditto pretensednd vanity. T was just
- meand those Bone:shattoring von.
G wmctions, Talk about selfsacrifice.
Btniing vy eliilpgn it the world
demmarided that Tgive up any sense of
propriety. Oned it was over, Fwas in
awe at what Fhadesdbured and
holding roy babies definitely con-
2 ferred healing and fnitiation.
g Mayhe on sgme level its the same
with piercings. At a time when bul-
maxﬁmamw sehools, churches
: rents—have Jost
saeh6bthe atithority adolescerts
weed tosinultaneonslyrill against
and drawicomtort from, perhaps
fileneings plovidea path to create
meaning out of the profane, Much
the same way colors are used by gang
members to stake out turf and iden-
ity piereings have become a miode
of groupddentificarion and the self-
validation that comes with it
Some of these piersingy huveto

one of my din émkxm, Hisupper 7
Jip was ptummﬁ ts twin. OK, OK 1 mg Every gencration has its style; its outra-
geous fads. We certainly had oues in the
708 oo begs hair down to theré and bedl-
bottoms se wide they could have tolled
kmm here 0 Haight-Ashbury, My davghter
led that 1 would ever leave the
huusc sans Maidenform. Perhaps the
piercers are merely going through a stage
that will not only pass but close upy
preferably without toe much searring.

s Towas surfing the Tnternet b iaie
nibterview with Ariel Glucklich, 5
at Georgetown University who,
it the book *Sacred Pain: Hurting

vulsion, oris it just me? I cannot ket him
itonm I_hkc chamwwtﬂ“x wait staff

of his plermnga, plummkw Yy pm in
line. 'l await the Bidr,

. Mykids think my attited

- and prf;]mhced 1t’s not,

plearch Ipful, enthusiastic; effici

E tfer service with  stafle. The smile, b
ﬁiruddt:d plawe&mﬁ fw&xp&d

s horrible ;
young peo-

gt

the }kwiy for the Sike of the Soul” shares un

i

et likehelland dis dnesthetic
eventusdly wears ol Perhapsthersis pride
i that pain, Thenagaingmivbe s St
nothing more than 2 Gén-X¥7 trénd. Teer
tainly didn't eschew the Maidéntorm to
bond with feminist ideologues. _

f dor'’t know that Fll ever let My Toro
ring up vy books, but the nexttime Tseea
stud ghinting inmy seérver’s tongue as she
recites the spectals of the day, Ul ikely stifle
ashudder or two, And Pl wonderswhat is
the reason behind this interseetion ol flesh
and metal? Am Lattempting to find mean-
ing ina fad thatis only skin deep?

BARVIOR S5 e wiitartiving s Birmingham, Mich,




| Weve been mhaxjged for secing doctors we never

and even tﬁa:annrests onrt

| several hmpxtals, dnm ;;‘icmum ah

. What ! wasn

i igsmiml for was the AmmmWav of
Managed Health Care, asystem that is bus
reaucratic and often dysfunctional:

¥es, medical practitioners in the'

Uniited States are generally consid-

ered among the best inthe world, ©

and ¥ wife primarily had hrst-rxxm

care, but their back-office pragtice —

2 hussiness dﬂmmatcd by third-party
payers—is run at woest ind
“r)(.fi,xﬁy* ponfusing st Bost

£ - Megls stroke oceurred while we

were vacationing in the south of

France last sammer. After buing sta-
bilized in the emergency roomofa
small hospital, she was transforred
imnmediately to a Jarge teaching hos-
pital, where she received oxegllent
treatmént i world-retosned
stroke pavilion. When § received
the bl for her 2%-week stay at the
Pasteur Hospital in Nice, Lasked

< thie deputy adiministrator for an

i

e French hwlth*_ '

i syRtem v shotild ‘t)t*: a world benchmark,

- 'but compared with wmnw faced when we

returned home, itwas %”mmkl of simplicity
and efficiency. Of caurse, every thingin
&mmm medical care 15 3 la carte, and the
mmw:& ar 50 dm%'mth codes g abbre-
viations; its a wonder anyone can decipher

them. [ ofteh wonder, howmuch does this
 gost the American publicannually?

LIFE QM HOLD: Admimstmmrs bare!y raised an eyebrow when
i1old them F'd no mnger bother calling o dispute the chwgas

Wlfeﬁ Wheclchalrf\

‘ment, including an itemized staternent for

- presented theirown set of challenges. The

Thankfully, weé were covered for most of i
Yer $90.000 of that Sgure had litle or
mothing to dessithpatient care, Roughly
30 cents of each health-care dollar goes o
administeation, or the pro¢éssing of paper-
work. Hthat Bgure could Bereduced by a
third, even $20.000 would goalong way
toward extending ber rehab treatments,
(Meg’s 2004 benefits hive run ot
When Meg was %%ﬁﬁﬂy dischargex
spending 86 days in hospitals; we received
co-payment bills for her medical equip-

every éxtion her wheelchair (no, the brake

extensions, foot Lanmrest, anti-tip

bars, scat and seat belt are notinchided).

But the provider bitled us twa ways, ooe for

leasing the chair and another for purchase; g '

Even now, after numerous phonecalls, L. 17
£

still don’t know whether we own or are
renting tht"rwhwkhm T,
The sutpatient rehab thesapy sessions

ho sent a number of bills
prin Jalphanumeric codes
for additional thousands of dollars
even though wemade the proper
co-payments at the time of treat-
ent, Billifg ddatinistrators barcly
< raisedan myebmw when 1 tald them.
1 had gpetit too much timeé on hold
atid would 0o longerbother ealling
o dispute the charges: (We have
since reesived automated early<
morig phone calls askingus to
ontactihe :

- Fye checked with others who
have had protracted negotiations
with healthscare providers and ins
surersover complex medical treat-
ment, They echo my frustration,
Why is it incumbenit on the recipi-
ent to spend countless hours recti-
fying the medical administeation’s

itemized statement. | knew 1'd need T

ta show it to.our health-insuranice com-

pany:-the ong-page invoice for more than

€20 000 wouldn’t do. The administrator

was puzzled. There were only two daily
rates, he explained. one fov sotus fntensifi—
“or iptensive care~and another fornon-
acute care. Thete were no extra charges;
the numerous ambulance transtfers, MRI
brain scans; X-rays and assorted tests as-
sociated with any serious injury or illness
were all-inclusive, Infact, the onlykups
plemient was €10.67—about $i3-a day
for fuad which although netthireststar
bistro quality, was certainlya bargain,
and better than anything vou can eatin a
U.$. hospital.

i A

.
w0 e

Atone New York hospntal,zwe yeceived
bills from doctors we'd never heard of, in-
cluding one who charged for an office visit
when Meyg couldn’t even gt sut of bed.
The managed care prow(lef’&mmpma r
sent him a cheek without question, Had he
not billed us for the co-payriient I never
would have noticed the ervog, Ower the past
few months, I spent hours clearing up
these kinds of mistakes, A dm:tm- friend
whios heads a department in a large hospital
admitted that these kinds of mmplmms are
Alroo comamin,

Wep's medicd] taly has rmnhmﬂ nearly
S2001,000, which seéims monumntai even

given the nature of her catastrophic injiry.

mistakes? How much it does
this process add 1o the nation’s annual
ealth-care hill?

Medicare~—our govgrninent-subsidized
system that cares for the elderly--has a
triwch better record i adiministrative costs.
It spends between thret dnd four cents of
every dollar on paperwork and processing,
A single-payer syster i easier and cheaper
to run, We've had a two-tier health-care
svstem in the United States for a while, and
only one tier works, Isn't it time for man-
aged care to slim down and help its pa-
tients get better instead of burdening them
with beedlessly expensive paperwork?

GARR is @ writer fiving in New York Gity,
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Savethe Flephants
D(m t Bu Ivory Soap

BY KATIE JOHNS
LIVRAN Ty

he mmth}dmwﬁm%w w

cream placeafter a T-ball game. Still
posing iy kids to natureis highon
w»ﬁnm Wéthetk under rocks ﬁn‘
bugs, maintain abird feeder, take
funchito the nearest fﬁm preserve i
and go.camping twicka yé:
been fortunate enough to
togsen mv fove of nature mmza
pareers 'man educ
Lrecently vead an '
work that sparked achange in the
* way | thin] Lids and nature.
In “Bevond ﬁ»ﬁﬁmohnbm* Reclaim-
ngthe Heart in Natare Ed L
tion” éducator I)zm&ha
the storyofan 8-vear-o
ledmed abcmt t.tkjﬂ'xmt po‘u:hmg
Ar

Tvory %o.xp 5 andmhai
: hut :‘Iulriv she ﬁiﬂu‘t undmmcl

1 lwgfm to Jook aror
kinds of environmen
5L rw&hmg kids tod (
'fmmd mmtm almut:em%m& .

ings never hecome exty
~night, Jimmg
A friend showed me painting nf' a.

wﬁaﬁ&hﬁr 3-year-old: made at prw:hml :

& teachet had written i o

“Kvery day, 40,000 of the world’s poorest

pw‘;ch()olcﬁ “Well, iwmm 4
&n you grow up, there mayxm& bed
wixalwigﬁ"ﬁ Pretty heavy stuff.
¢ problem s that these concepts

just top abstract and complex for kxﬁ& v

still beliéve iy the Tooth Fairy, They arén
developmentally ready tounderstand the

mnﬂ&’ heard @w&ﬁm c«gm on tz:iq,gg ion say
that the No. Lstressor in life is f
sponsible forthings we can't

Lwas ummmd mwi‘xa -

dotirs {as children] ...

taughta respect for nature.” This y

recipcof mg;nwmhﬂdhwd«
Wﬁn&i

) about cmf;mmnamal« 3
problen Sobyel advises o4

tragedies before fourth grade,

By 10 or so,kids can

r teammates to recycle
t:l:lm. li"g mtdd!a schoo

finger puppets i
artners nbmxt m»ﬁamt dm«

iaxly mnwr;wg
slépt at nipht.
ize: thar what hmug
cateer was the ﬁm Ih

alarmmg, news about t:h& en
,My kids, ages 9 and 5, don't

: mmm ng of the word “ends
they can tell you, what it feels i

worm or licinthe grass under

Thieyalso turn off the water when they:
brush their tecth and take lefiovers to ﬁm

compost pile. These are Kid-appropriate
mmm, dmm nm ()’ut of fear

issues or reasanable solutions. One second
grader wrote to our zoodirector, “... please

children under age unnecessarily for
lack of basic heaith care and médicine” An

alphahet Book Faxtinet animals tells
preschoolers, “L.1 is for  as Vegas frog ..
Pmplc* built the city of Las Vegas and
paved over all thifréshwater springs
where this frog tsed o live. Sadly, we say
goodbye to the Las Vegas frog!” The very
Tagtsetitenoof the hm»k is, “Let’s hiape

14 NEWSWEEK ,%ijw’hw, 2004

don'tlet people build their houses in front

of an animal’s habitat. Becausé you could

be building 4 hufter's house and they

eould kilhihe andmals living there”
 Cognitivedisconnect ism’t the anly p

lem. Warse, pertiaps, is the emotional toll
environmental doon and gleom can have on

and earth- frwmlly pm&ﬁwgmngnmw
understanding ofigloby demandiinire
mm&wﬁi}aﬂt Feassares o rh«ywﬁ p;mw

i b o e

smm&« lisws in Western &pwaga,




. learning was better served then

Forget the Fads—The
Old Way Works Best

What will fix public education? A teacher, a
chalkboard dl‘ld a roomful of willing students.

BY EVAN KELIHER
"WE NEVER CLAIMED TO HAVE PSY-
chic powers, but I did predict that the
$500 million that philanthropist Wal-
ter Annenberg poured into various
school systems around the country, be-

ginning in 1993, would fail to make

any difference in the quality of public
education. Regrettably, I was right.
By April 1998, it was clearthat the
much-ballvhooed effort had col-
lapsed on itsclf. A Los Angeles Times
editorial said, “All hopes have dinaine
ished. The promised improvements
have not been realized.” The program
had become so bogged down by poli-
tics and bureaucracy that it had failed
to create any significant change.
How did T know this would be
the resalt of Annenberg’s wells
intentioned efforis? Easy. There
has never been an innovation or re-
form that has helped children leamn
any hetter, faster or casier than they

did prior to the 20th century. | be-

lieve a case could be made that real

than now,

Lat me quote Theodare Sizer, the
former dean of the Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education and the di-
rector of the Annenberg Institute for

g
¥
3
§ .
§

dents’ performance. The biggest fatlore of

all was the decentralization scheme intro-

duced by a new superintendent in the early

1970, His idea was to break our school
system into eight smaller districts—each

with its own board of education—so that

REFORBING REFORM: Every minute teachers spend on
misguided strategies is fime they cowld spend on academics

dle sehool in San Diego, where T now live,
who wanted a fresh teaching plan for
their ngWw eharter schipol and chose the
team-tedching model, Meanwhile, a few
miles awaly snother middie school was in
the processof abandoning that same
model beeguse it hadp'thad any effect on
studenty’ prades.

The plain truth is we need to retumn to
the method that’s most effective: a teacher
in front of a chalkbard and a roomful of
willing students. The old way is the best
way. We haveit from nigiless a figure than
Euclid himself, When Prolemy 1, the king
of Egvpt, said e wanted totéarn geome-
try, Euelidexplained that he would have
w0 study bong hours and roemorize the
contents of a fat math book. The pharaoh
complained that that would be unseemly
and demanded a shorteut. Euchid
replied, “There is no royal road to
geometry”

There wasn't a shorteut to the
learning process then and there sill
ism't. Reform movements ke new
math and whole lapguage have left |
wmillions of damaged kids in their
wake, We've wasted billions of tax-
paver dollars and forced our teachers
10 spend countless hours in work-
shops Jearning to implement the lat-
st fads, Every minte teachers have
spent on misguided educational
strategies {like building kids’ self-
esteern by acting as “facilitators” who
oversee group projects) is time they
conld have been teaching acadermcs.

The only way to truly foster confi-
dence in our students 1s to give them
real skills—in reading, writing and
arithmetic~that they can be proud
of One model that incorporates tus
iden is direct instruction, & program
that promotes rigorous, highly
scripted interaction between teacher

School Reform, which received some
of the grant money. A few years ago a re-
porter asked him if he could name a single
reform in the last 13 vears that had been
successful. Sizer replied, “I doo’t think
there is one.”

1 taught in the Detroit public-school
system for 30 years, While ] was there, 1
participated in team-teaching, supervised
peer-tutoring programs and tussled with
block scheduling plans, None of itever
made u discernible difference in ray stu-

Checlcout My Turn at 30, highlights..
fram three decades of the column,......
on Newsweek MSNBL com..

&
BC
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parents would get more involved and edu-
cators would be more responsive to our
students’ needs. Though both of those
things happened, by the time I retired in
1986 the number of students who graduat-
ed each vear still hadn't risen to more than
half the class. Two thirds of those who did
graduate failed the exit exam and received
alesser diploma. We had changed every-
thing but the level of student performance.
What baffles me is not that educators
implement new policies intended to help
kids perforim better, it's that they don't
learn from others’ mistakes. A fow vears
ago | read about administrators at 2 mid-

and students.

The physicist Stephen Hawking says
we can be sure timse travel is inpossible
because we never see any visitors from
the future. We can apply that same logic
to the subject of school reforms: we know
they have not succeeded because we
haven't seen positive results, But knowing
that isn't enough. We should stop using
students as lab rats and return w a more
traditional method of teaching. 1f it was
good enough for Enclid, itis good
enough for us.

KELIHER s the author of “Guerrilla Warfare for
Teachers: A Survival Buide.”




ispute wi th

the steel mﬁustry as saying, “'M}« fathenalwaya told me
t all bﬂ%l’l&b%lnen were sons of bit

thﬁ quote unﬁt to print,
1atv»ab then, This is @arion.
ward. Or expletive deleted. Or
t havie vou: the powers of expurgated
invention fail me. What does it mean that
today it means nothing when the vice.
. president unrepentandy uses aword in

Patrick Leahy to petform an dnatonm..ﬂlv
impossible sex act (therchy creating a jont-
nalistically impossible quotation:situation)
has been diseussed ip termsof the ris¢ of ©

¢ potty mouth. After atl; the Fword is
still considered so beyond the palethat

Golden Globes,
1 abbone,”
andwhen John ngwé itwith fup”to
describe frag policy in aanterview, the
president’s chief’ af‘qmﬁ‘ described himself
a5 Misappointed

The Cheney ﬂap o s the hyoerisy
mieter sige neither tﬁ%w {Hepublican)
officials bas described the vice president’s
ianguage as ubhorrent or dmywmungﬁ
And it raises the triokle-down question,
too, I the vice president of the country
feeds comfortable—nay, exuitant —about
umng the word on the Senate floor; canthe
vice president of thestudent couneil befir,
behind? 1 can'twait forthe
tion the first time 4 smart magm“
the Cheney defense verbatim:

"He had challenged my integrity. And l
dirkn’rfike that, Butmost of all 1 didn't like
the fact that after he had done so; ther hie
,wmwi 10 act ke everything’s peaches and
“gream, And Tinformed him of my view of

when Bono dselivg

hisconduetin nouncertain terms, And, as

1say, § feltbenter afterwards? .
But the most enduring lesson of thlﬁ

has always been

. verbal equivalens of towel snapping;
>,‘>mgthmtma .

Gheys mt:m

”Hambumm and iwmmmw

tive contracts in Iraq, was the sr:!ﬁj
vice president could come to thre
punch. Tt wasn't the fifst tine
istration gloried iy being fau
wagto Cheney that Gearge

the comment thw: a?‘i_" o

Republican hard guys
have surely taken over
ﬂwY chmmosome |

0 rcs.ponded J(mall\,
“Big time.”
To appreciste just hxmrmuch W” thisis

‘macho, consider what the response-would
have

‘been had Sen. H;Harv Chnwn used

; mriwk at an excl hangg on,
heney remark, Tocker. -
‘ il Begalasof being * am
gy like a little girl.” Begala says Cheney is.
*a by —he needs a diaper” Whoa, Testos-
teroneralert, big time.
One interesting aspect of this

_ presidential race s that by traditional:
tmﬁim; Kﬁm’ has the maseulinity factor

# up; aninveterate jock and a war hero

- fou

 your-pain Démocrat ‘and Bush’s pe

na~the reformed party animal, the

gomganmh&r, tha«wtmmuwmal C

tudent—~dovetails perfectly with the Zeit-
ist of the new GOP. When e said that he
‘wanted Osama bin Mﬁﬁm dead or alxw,, it

was a,]ahm Wayne moment.

The vice president s nof a cowhboy-boots
kind of character, and a public &;mt twtwm g

| mbaldguysm plasses is @uw

Tounge than O.K. Corral. It takes ofie isf‘ -
them unleashing the F word to give a'street
shik o the nssy it wsimw%hag won't
take any you-know-what from the sphinc.
ters who make his life hell. ( Thank God—
finally a profanity I can use.) Thisis sup .
posed to tell the world that he'sa reafman.
Macho posturing has abwiays been tart
af politics: it's one reasan women h
thard 6 bréak into the busin
But'what constittites maleds in the evears
the ear, of the beholder, Kennedy obvio

- thought being ééeni as crade would 1éssen

stature, But in the current climate, be-
ing seen as too polite or too sensitive s

considered weak: Frat<bioy | locutions are

 theequivalent of hxaws t

and-tie crowd,

This is not particularly ltMtﬂ i &ww
ing the tone in Washington, orin teviog w
show kids that the reflexive use of certain

- words s the Jast refuge of those who

wither infelligent nor thoughtful enoug
o plunb s more varied vocabulary, 1t
brings out the worstin everyone; P'm per-

 sonally tempted 1o advise the vice presi-

dent to-awnever mind, Thats a guy

. thing:Besides; thebosses here seta higher

othicial standard tian thmmq at tm
White House do.
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~, and self-examination, s
" resurrecting herselt] the girlwho sits with..

adviee. W&%@ she wanted o kmw;
»Id who was obstreperous,

n

todowitha ?»yearw

il

was, ﬁi&e

outspoken and inconveniently W’iﬁﬁl]; i

“Keep her’ 1 replied. -

.«1

Nothelpful, but haartfelt, I”ﬁavu uwm bmn a fzm of

despite pmgméw and change, liberation
hasa wayof

her hands folded, the woman wim keeps
her mouth shut.

| WEELBEHAVED WOMEN DON'T
MAKE HISTORY, says the Tshirta col-
lege student sent, me. 1t’s Been worn and
washed so often; it's the texvure of tissue.

Here she comes ayzain, the fantasy and
tht:mhty. Hollywood has showeased her
in 2 remake of “The Stepford Wives,” in:

which judges, doctors and executives are

remade by their hushands iito Stay-at:.
HonieBarbies, and-apparently the miost

- shocking thing a woman can admitisthat

she’s more docomplished than her spcmm
As punishiment for this heresy, shemust
be transformied into d vacuous trophy wi
Thisis cithes satire griwish fulliliment,

depending on how/you see studio execs,

- Of conrse, there ds the sub sosa suggestion

abroad in the world that itis actyally morc
gpothing toishop and fonch than perform

- «surgery Botonlypil you'ves girl When it is

 suggested that men mightbe happiés play-
Ving guif" full timethan cimm}g ad

called downsizing and is a bad

And i reallife we huve the Steépford
voters, whio are supposed to go along to get
along; taking what they're giveniAt cause

luncheons throtghout the country, women |

whyare interested ang dnvolved i politics
talk quietly about how no oneseems to be
chasing their support. Thenthey sigh and
move on. Which may be what Joho Kerry
will be doing if he keeps this up.

Fhe gender gap hasbeen the most per-

sistent voter phenomenon inpresidential

electionsin the past 35 years. Men dispro-
portionately supportthe Republicans and
wornen the Democrats. Depending on
whomyou talkite; this is either because

“had .abomm: \ g

' tmctabk women, having: mostly axpr:mmmi selfdoathmg

; _w& men are more interested’
swomen in social concerns o because men.
seouldn’t cave less abont sex chsmxmnatmn,

fiscal issues and

sexyial harassment and unwanted pregnan-

. cies and wortien have (0 Tive with all three.

Althongh not so the rulm&&ﬂpublxcw ;
waild fiotice w

Mty progressive Republican women -

nof an oxymiorgn - haveé Become disen-
chanted with George W. Bush, who bege
B 4 on ﬁmu]y
i proups and we ne
'y gtmm‘kmm 1o pil
i files ngnmm whio had

1 bpportunity for
the Denoeraticchitifenger thus presents
itsclf, Poll figures sugpest women are more
inclined to sce things his myto begin
with. And if the patrern of the last election.
continges; female voters will participate at
a higher rate than their inale counterparts:
Which makesyou wonder why the Ker-
1y campaign seems to be taking women for
granted. Where are the commercials that
discuss the trifecta of child care, health
care and jobs that constitutes veal horg
land sectrity for women juggling workand
family? What was the deal with that lame
answer about appointing judges hostilete.
abortion rights as Jong as the vote onReg
Wasn't t06 close? Where is the emphasis in

%ﬁ&a through the -

apmmnd we mg&mwm‘k&m& v
lion unmartied Amer-
“itan womén,a olls have ﬁmmi are
more liberal thmt theaveraie person, never
even voted i £ 2000 pm&@mml elec-
tigits, They di 't think itwas worth th
\ aﬁm if he reachied out to those wome
‘s aerobically George W, Bush haste
ngclicals, Kerry could b working on
s Inatgural speech right now. Isteid the
Demberats seem WM figuri
fumaiémtumhﬁw nowhere blse
‘ré pounting %m:«, gmtltuda o
L better !
female awamxs luamman nofie, America
better thai Afghanis canEWho thinks this
way? Do prison reformers ’bax,k ofif'bmaugaﬁ
at Teastin Attica inmates areftstacked
naked in a pile hasing their piétures taken?
Herels an antidote to gratitudesthe new

ipterkin. Constitution for Imq mandates 25
_zpercent female representation in Parlis=

ment, which thoroughly trumps:the United
Statesion the demogricy scale,:

wHistory tells usthat woamen's equulity
§s often betalmed bytheipress of uumde:

s¢ events, thatthe movement that begat &

frage. dor e:xamplu, stowed inthe face mf
the Great Depressiop. Butl w&;mt thia
somg of the stowddwn is abwaye about
ouribar of unbpldiig our huhids and ‘

pointiga finger, In “Ironjamd Angels)!
the recent HBO film about the suffrage
movement, you saw voung-wamen who
fought and kicked all the wayto a prison-
cell. It's digpiriting to think that they were
bloodied but unbowed so their grand-
daugliters could halfheartedlywote for
sopseone why dssames thidingupport
instead of seeking it, Thogesuftragists
refised to be polite in demanding what
they wanted or grateful for getting what
they deserved. Worksforme.
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worer, andigvernight betame- men's
sehools with women. Anew book, %A
Law of Her Own,” an utterly persuasive
argument for replacing the reasonable.
person standard (which is really justa
reasonable-man standard inomuafti) with
a reasonahle-woman standard for certain 5
crimes, sums up the platean perfectly: “to !
be treated the same means to be treated.: -
ERASE i rvirmets : - _ the same as men” The two lawyers who | 7
o : o ' wrote the book, Caroline Forell and
What's good for the goose is good for the Donra Mattherws, argue that applying the

test of how a reasonabie woman would

gander, and just about everyone else as well s ave anc react in adjudicpting crimes

like rape, domestic violenggand sexual

harassment is only mnmhim hecanis

By ANNA QUINDLEN men frequently seethose offensesiquite 1
: : differently than the women who are theiz i
HIS MAY SOUND STRANGE COMING. FROM A LIFE- habitual victims. 7 7

- ks;mg k’crmmm, but I've had it with Women's History
" Month. 1% hard fof te to believe that Betty Friedan -
wrote “The Feminine Mystique,” protesters trashed the
o Miss America Pageant and countless women hazarded
‘cliss-action: suits so that each March fourth graders could learn
- fun facts about Eleanor Roosevelt, Sometimes it seems to me the
vent is just a sad symbol of how little change wé were willing to
settle for. A month? We ought to get most of the year. |
-Sute, T get the point: T made it through girlhood without evér
v heating of S&j&hﬂer%&h ot Marie Curie, and fam wﬂlmg to
,,é,:«acknowl progress. Nearly h

i, ‘country are ferhale. So i the secretary of state. Girls pla lay ice hock-
cy in %a fﬁiympw& Noone Sﬁmﬁs at the sight of 3 woman cop,

‘The advantage of this is notonly that it =
is butter for wornen, but that it is better for %3
everyone, "Applying the reasonabile woma
standard when a woman sexually harmsses .
- & man treats his injury moreseriously
¥ and respectfully than under a reasonable
" ycrson/ s standard,” t,he amhors write, .

hclp bzmg boonsh and prcdnmw mgg“ .
deny women justice, but they also deny’
mn.shgmm‘l?imt o Fernale pmfmrs than their male count
parts are attracted o the profession because of teaching rather
7 than research is better for students—of both genders, That fermale
“Fewer parents xm that_mgxmnmmg checkouteolleges  ©  doctorshiave taken the lead in supporting the health-care con»

§ .and their daughmx:s check out catering halls, Rapes are reported. sumermovement is good for patients—of both genders, Yet in

¥ £ven prosecuted. mmg fiag changed sihce | was agirl, when  many tenure decisions teaching is not sufficiently rewarded. In
&, my choice of carcer Was either mother or nun, 2 many hospitals patient contact is not sufficiently encouraged. A, i
%" i, DS never ch,ange. The advocacy orgdmmmm rmanabl&»%m standard may be better for evervone in coggm "
é Gitls Into aratearl dgrvey of Mmlgtrm week [ess areas of datly life. Butit's devalued by custom. & - .
e “with the followirig results: 63 ;‘mrcent said “girls ace under a lot T the recent past, the result of combining that custom Mﬁx fmx—

* of pressure to piease everyone,” 65 percent said “girls are expected  nistchange was sometimes women living imitatic

2

tospend a lot of time on hiousework and taking care of younger «ven wearing imitation guys' clothes. Remeruber those hmmus bnw
. brothers and sisters” and more than half said that “gitls are expects  ties?) Qfcour¥e, many of us couldn't manage the masquerade bés - %

ed to speak sofﬁy and not cause trouble” And whynot? Last week  cause the most important transformation. theone in which every By

three young mien were convicted of manslaughter after slipping gne would shiare domesticduties, never came off, leaving many_. }
* the date-rape drug GHB into the drink of a gir who died. One said  women with fwo jobs, one at the office the otherat home, Martha

“thia was to make the party “lively” Translated: the best worman is Stewart’s grapevineg wreaths nomtﬁmdmg, hou&ework is mmnly ;

- AL UDCONSLIoUS woman: $ ‘ scut work and thereisnn arg dthesimple demandsof 44

So much for Sally Ride, - : i the di

The truth is that we got stuck on & plateau here, somewhere be- washm' Butwiucn women domost gfthe child rcamxgw—-md tlmy

tween change; which is good, and transformation, whichis excel-  do—menmiiss the most important emotional experience of their,
“leat. There has been some transformation, thanks to the women’s own lives. That's tragic—and bad for evervone. §

© movement, which is ntw, likeGod, everywhere, from Little Where the standards of reasonable women are honored, the
League to the Supreme Court. Why do patients feel more confi- culture has improved. Where they are not, not. In 1070, when she
. gmmnwwons of their physicians and seeking alterna- wastrying without success to'sell the Equal Rights Amendment, a

* tiye care? Why has community policing, in which cops try to know  member of Congress named Edith Green said pithily, “Ithas been
those they gerve; become the order of the day th many cities? Why  said thatif this amendment is passed it will create profound social
do newspaper and magazine stories more often include human changes. May | say to you, itis high time some profound social
beings along with statistics? Is it coincidence that all thishas hap-  changes were made in our society” Onee we were grateful for those
pened since wothen began to enter those professions as bothactive  Molly Pitcher coloring books, We were grateful to have theaccess K
participants and informed consumers in ever greater numbers? 5 and stature.once granted only to men, Farget gratitude. Given the g <

Idon’t think 56" (o _ complexity and richness of the lives many women havenow cobbled
© But transformation has come slowly; and too bften American outof pastimperatives and present opportunities, real transforma-
* B +: n © ® . w "_Mwwﬂ—‘“‘-“‘
society has remained like those men's schools that admitted tonwill comewhen menlivemore likeus. 19 )
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URCLE SaM AND AUNT SAMANTHA
dt's simple fairness: women as well as men should be requixed'toﬂu
. G ' register for the draft , .
One out of every five new recruits in the Upited States millitary is
female. The Marines gave the Combat Action Ribbon for seyvice in the
Persian Gulf to 23 women. Two female soldiers were killed in the
“hombing of the USS Cole. : CRNRE Y

The Selective Service registers for the draft all male eitizens
between the ages of 18 and 25. .

- N IR
What's wrong with this picture? ° .
As Americans read and realize that the lives of most women in this
country are as differenr from those of Afghan women as a Cupard cruise
is from maximum-security lockdown, there has nonetheless been lirtle
attention paid to one persistent gender inequity in U.S. public
policy. An astonishing anachronism, really: whilie women are
represented today in wvirtually all fields, including the armed forces,
only men are reguired to register for the military draft that would be
ugsed in the event of a national-securicy ¢risis,

Since the naticn is as close to such a crisis as it has been in more
than &0 years, it's a good moment to consider how the draft wound up
in this particular time warp. It's not the time warp of the Taliban,
certainly, stuck in the worst part of the 13th century, forkidding
women to attend school or hold jobs or even reveal their arms, foreing
them into sex and marvriage. Our own time warp is several decaded old,
The last time the draft was considered seriougly was 20 years ago,
when registration with the Selective Service was restored by Jimmy

Carter after the Soviet invasion of, yep, Afghanistan.: The prasident, -

as well as’ the Army chief of staff, asked at the time for the
registration of women as well ag men. :

A

]




Amid a welt&%'wﬁ'argumants~~domen(intarﬁere with esprit de corps,
~wemen dont U have the phvsical strength, women prisoners could be
sexually assaulted, women soldisrs would distract male soldiers from
thelr mission--Congress shot down the notion of gender-blind
registration. So did the Supreme Court, ruling that since women were
forbidden to serve in combat positions and the purpose of the drafg
~was to create a combat-ready force, it made sense not to register
thﬂm LR Cobeyg

Bug that was then, and this is now. Women have indeed sarved in combat
positions, in the Balkans and the Middle East. More than 40,000
managed to serve in the Persian Culf without destroying unit cohegion
or failing because of upper-body SLyength. Some are even now taking

- out targets in Afghanistan from fighter jets, and apparently without
any male soldier's falling prey to some predicted excess of chivalry
or lust. : |

Talk about cognitive dissonance. All these military personnel, male
Jand female alike, have come of age at a time when a significant level
‘of parity was taken for granted. Yet they are supposed to ageept that
only males will be required to defend their country in a time of
national emergency.[This is insulting to men. And it is insulting to
women,) Caroline Forell, an expert on women's legal rights and a

rofessor at the University of Oregon School of Law, puts it bluatly:
"Falling to require this of women makes us lesser citizens.®

Neither the left nor the right has been particularly inclined to
-censider this issue judiciously. Many feminists came from the antiwar
movement and have let their distaste for the military in general and
the draft in particular mute rheir response. In 15980 NOW released a |
‘resolution that buried suppert for the registration of women bensath
opposition to the drafe, despite the fact that the draft had been | o
redesigned to eliminate the vexing inequities of Vietnam, when the
sons of the working class served and the sons of the Ivy League .did
not. Conservatives, meanwhile, used an equal -opportunity draft as the
linchpin of opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment, along with the
terrifying specter.of unisex bathrooms. {I have seen the urinal, and
it is benign.) The legislative director of the right-wing group
Concerned Women for America once defended the existing regulations by
saying that most women "don't want to be included in the drafc.® All
those young men who went, to Canada during Vietnam and those who today
register with fear and ErenbIing 1N thé Tace 6F the Trade Center
devastation might be amazed to discover that lack of desire is an
affirmarive defense.

Parents face a series of unique new challenges in this more
egalitarian world, not the least of which would be sending a daughter
C©ff to war. But parents all over this country are doing that right
now, with daughters who enlisted; some have even expressed surprise
that voung women, in this day and age, are not required to register
alongside their brothers and friends. While all involved in this ~
debate over the vears have invoked the assumed opposition of the
paople, even 190 vears ago more than half of all Americans polled
beligved women should be made eligible for the draft. Besides, this is
not about comfort bub about fairness. My son has to register with tha
Selective Service this year, and if his sister does not when she turns
18, it makes a mockery not only of the standards of this household but
of the standards of this nation.

Tt is possible in Afghanistan for women to be treated like little more
than fecund pack animals precisely bhecause gender fear and ignorance
and hatred have been codified and permitted to hold sway. In this
country, largely because of the concerted efforts of those allieg with
the women's movement over a century of struggle, much of thatb bigotry/ i
has been beaten back, even buried. Yet in improbable places the creaky
old ways surface, the ways suggesting that we women were made of finer
stuff. The finer stuff was usually porcelain, decorative and on the

i _ . . .
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Lol suiraple for meals and show. Happily, the finer stuff has been
ransmuted inte the right stuff. But with riuhts come
responsibilities, as teachers like to rell their students. This is a
responsibility that should fall equally upon all, male and fomale
alike. If the empirical evidence is considered Trationally, if the
decision is divested of outmoded stereotypes, that+ s the only possible
conclusion teo be reached.
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¢ Uit T sugdedth e i
tate ue tate - before"blithely” supporting the diclsicn to
: ’ send America’s VORI 1y MW i

harmysway. Sudldenily, our didlogyie ground
to a halt, After weeks of silence onlinelen-

]. 1n the Famlly ’ ’.’%j&ngggs;ld@g&ﬁmﬁmdw

: mlghtb&ﬁ%wc war, he mldh,

watx,,h@.s Bm New&, I'ma M]Ch 1 Moore fand L e
hard mt:ﬂmthm Mm«m

Y caneébeach othierous, imt we suil ¢ithat.  #tywhen ﬂmma thedow nmi
1) PRESIDENT SINCE ABY weve accomplished something, U each other orae. Lanswer
ham Lincoln has had toput up Merell uu@%\m that our goalis toin=.  we're talking, there's hop
Jwith so muchpersonalabuse as . form, butits all 1o casy for the debate to -+ can get theother person,
byas George Bush™ 7 4 stray into' emotionally dangerous territo we both gave up onfliat
“The onlvthing Bush basin A fiew months ago, after wamlung Attorniey | that we can understand ho

s

common with Lincolnis his party, arrives i wudmsm

“You and others who belicve as ™ = ‘ ( . < an
Wu do are so far out, thefeisnolog- - oo % G Ws,uln xtv uf mwtg g lm!ﬁm. _
icof any type that can prevail” BE . - k - u that .

“1 can ontysonclude thatyou . N ' ’ onmy wrcm, Lkn

live behind A MUGRWALL OF 00y : ‘ o mat must teel whe
DENEAL WHY.DOYOU DEFEND ' \ ‘ . Ctreaty, and it fed
GRORGY, BUSH? WHAT HAS HE i e ' v getting ﬁm
PONE RIGHRTE ] ‘ . Unforfunately, |

“Gotta g I'm taking your moth - ¢ _ : course thesc day&
er out fordinner tonight” :

When 1 find myselftyping angry ) ey i “&m‘lt}p an™us’
sentences dbbin caps, kigw its time | _ % & ity when,as demo
to take a break from vmddmgdnd :

from the stratosphere. But Ive
lemrned that it takiesa lot mbse than
strident punctuation to make my fa-
ther back diwg Since theClinton

adminiggition, we've been seuding
spirited messagesihe from hisloine

rafio o fﬁw{mx ruty o
My £’z‘mm’:f<; e awu&

mstne T New Jorsey (Blue), Our cor-
respondesdi Has becomipsore heat-
ed since 9/l when my lushand
barehy escaped from tie World Trade
Center, and miite urgent as the presi-
dential clection tears. Trag, fiyouts, 1,10!3&1
warming ... we have nothing in common - tofindout is tmvsk
bust the vehemeiice of our dpisions, and the™ - rorist tm*g@t, was 0o 8 Granted. s casier

mx’ EREER ARSERC BT IGE TN MEWEREEN

1 meed to impose them on eack biher. stagpered ingo my pm:h blagk study; » : g{ Welre Im |
As pollsters keep tellingns, Americans © onling and found the Jatest installment af‘ g T ; .
are mate polarized than gver. My father an argument 1'd been having with my -
gets hisinformation from the Fox News therabout whetherthe media were biased. —oern v Id a htm‘zzr place

Netwark, 1 quote Hberally frops fwhat Ttspemed like sichid uxury g yhnlaw- for my children; his dehddrm‘ Butas
else?) Air America Radio, Heed's toc on his- phize at atime of possible ingm inent doom o the political gim&a in this cx»inw ;

| correspondenie to produdess of'a news 74 that | redponded with a sleep-de it mi remind o
-program; chastising them for displaying rant. He backed of'with a short and sw Americans of :

photos fram Abu Ghraib because he fearg it 41 really deilove vou, and if you get this 1;@» thing. They're
puts our troopsat risk; T findthe shows’ " set, | profiisgnot to do ii:agmm '

Web site and fire offa mossage of praise for -~ Tuelearned #0 b more sensitive ko his

keeping the publicinformed. OQur efforts sore paints; too. Onthe eveof the fraqeon




MY TURN

-

GROWING UP

FOSTER KID

Ive survived the system and begun my college
education. Some of us aren’t so lucky.

BY KEVIN SIEG.

AM AN GRPEAN, BUT THAT § NOT WHAT DEFINES ME. WHER
1 walk around the University of Akron campus, 1iook just
like every other freshman —scared and confused, but filled -
with excitement and optimism. I do, however, face one chal~

lenge that separates me from the rest of the bunch, On July 1 -

the foster-care system in Cleveland cut me loose from state cus-
tody. I officially “aged out” of the system. Because regulations
vary from state to state and couxnty to county, sging out Can mean
turning 18 or graduating from high school. Though I ask mysel! the
same questions as my classmates —Howam I going to pay for
school? Where will  go for the holidays and in the summer?—1...
am completely alone in maldng my decisions. o
Sl I consider myselfucky, Ofthe morg than 20,000 kids who
. aged out of foster care across America last summer, only 35 percent
graduated from high school. And only 1 percent will go on to col-
lege or vocational sehool. © b

My life as a foster child beganon a sunny M?g:day in 1987, Oue
minute ] was helpingmy favorite teacher, and the next minute the
principal was leading me by the hand to her office where twiy po-
lice officers and several social workers waited. I was in the third
grade. Twill never know who called social services.

Life with my mother had never been easy, and [ have never met
my father. Although I only recentlylearned that my motherisa
paranoid schizophrenic, I recall that her behavior was frequently
bizarre. She thought someone was constantly hitting her, and she
suspected me. My childhoqd memories are ofhiding fromber as
she angrily chased me from room to roowm.

That day also marks the beginning of my life as an orpban.
While most people think of orphans as children whose parents
have died, the Orphan Foundation of America defines “orphan” as
“any child permanently separated from his parents through death,
abandonment, sbuse or neglect.”

" The drive to my first foster home, in & suburb of Cleveland,
seemned to take an eternity. In fact, it was 20 minutes, [ had never

_been out of my urban neighborhood and aothing seemed familiar,
not the big suburban houses with lawns or my new foster parents.
1 called them “Grandma” and "Grandpa” because they were too
old to be “Mom™ and “Dad.” Being taken in by foster parents does
not feel like joining a family. at least not inidally. T was only 8
years oid and didn't kmow what to think or how to feel in the home
of these strangers.

But kids adapt well, especially when their very existence de-
pends on it. Like most of us in'the foster system. I tried to please
evervone, Despite the stereotype that we are “troublemakers,”
most of the foster children [ know work really hard at getting
along with everybody. I was what you would call a “good kad.” I

always loved school, My teachers were my
mentors and my mates were my Farni-
lv: many of them shared their holidays and
farmily outings with me. Tharks to them !
had birthday parties. went oo picnics and
atterided coneerts and baall games,

Yet the day came when | had to move
again. My foster parents wrongly acoused
me of stealing, and told me to pack my suit-
case, While [ sation the curb waiting for my
social worker to arrive, I thought about all
thepeople [ wouldnt be seeingagain. For
the second Gme in my life, therswas notime
to say goodbye.

And, as always, my mother was nowbere
1o be found. She missed most ofthe visits
with me that were arranged by the Depart-
rnent of Childres and Family Services
while ' was a child. And she certainly didn’t
come rurning when I was abruptly moved
attheage of17.

My senior year in high school was spent
in Canton, Ohio, with a pew foster bamily.
The checks my foster parentsreceived
monthly for my care stopped coming when I
graduated, and I officially aged out” of the
| system. Since there was another foster child
- eoming to their home, T had to leave imme-

. diately, and overnight I became responsible
for a place to live, health insurance and my
et college education.

Luckily, T have found loving, caring people who bave taken an
interest in me over the years, I have aunts and uncles who were
uniable to take me in but still gave emotional support through
regular phone conversations and oceasional visits to their
homes. Several of my teachers helped me with everything from
school issues to personal problems by listening when I needed
soeope to care. C

And I am now part6fthe Orphan Foundation of America
(OF A}, a small, voluntesr-run organization in Vienna, Va, that
awards college scholarships to foster kids. Through OFA Lhave
found a new family, made up of other orphans, volunteers and my
scholarship sponsors, Lam one of 80 or;%am inan OFA program
that brings foster teens to Washington to speak to national leaders
about fostexr-care issues.

When people think about foster kids, they picture babies or
small children. Little kids without parents are easy to care about.
But those little ones grow up quickly and are suddenly dropped by
a system they have come to rely on. Many of us leave the system
without the support systems and skills to guide us into productive
adulthoods. As many as 25 percent of us will end up homeless at
some point in our adult ives,

The solution to this crisis is for more citizens, community and
civic groups, churches, synaguogues and the corporate community
to be actvely involved in our transition to adulthood. Every foster
1cd 1 know has the same wish list: affordable housing in safe neigh-
borhoods, health insurance and more support and encouragerment
for our career and educational goals.

A college friend’s mother asked recently if my mother and I
have a good relationship today. The truth is Thaven't spoken to
her in six vears. [ have made peace with that past of my fife,and 1
feel sorrv that she's had to stuggle with mental illness for so many
vears, Rught now though. for my own well-being, | have to move
on. My survival depends on it.

© e e
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$15G majors {n music education at the University of Akron,
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THE MASK OF
MASCULINITY

Is manliness natural or a ‘social construct’ that
causes wars and sport utility vehicles?

' By GEORGE F. WILL
ROF. HARVEY MANSFIELD 18 HARVARD'S CONSERVA-
tive, Well, all right, he is one of Harvard’s handful of con-
servatives, 2.4 The Saving Remnant. A few yeurs ago
he received a call when a distinguished colleague reticed,
- The caller, 2 young woman journalist, wanted a com-
.ment on the retirement. Mansfield obliged, saying be particulasly
admired the colleague’s “manliness™ An awkward silence ensued
from the other end of the line. Then the reporter asked Mansfield,
“Crould you think of another word?”
What might be wrong with that word? That is a (Jiterally) acad-
* emic question, now that professors and somber quarterlies are ere-
- . ating u new discipline: maseulinity studies. That subject is being,
v agitwere, married to “women's studies” to round out “gender
o studies,” as at Flobart and William Smith Colleges, where thers
“0 nowsis a Center for the Study of Women and Men.
© Well: In olden days, before these things were understood with
. today’s clarity, people thought that when they studied subjects
I . suchus philosophy; bistory, politics, sociology, anthropology, art,
. music and literature they were engaged in the study of women and
+ © men, But back to Mansfield's journalistic interlocutor. The prob-
- .. lem she had with the word “masculinity” ymbabty was twofold,
First, the word is stained with the supposition that manlinessTs
a virtue, Advanced thinkers exeorate the idea of g-virtue that is not
a gender-neutral, equal-opportunity virtue, Both men and women
. canbebrave, frank, aggressive, competitive, loyal, stoical. Is man-
“* liness anything more than a tossed salad of those attributes? If so,
: can wwoman be manly? (Was Francois Mitterrand suggesting an-
.. drogyny wheh he said Margaret Thatcher has the eyes of Caligula
o amd the lips of Marilyn Monroe?) |
* Second, leave aside thequestion of whether “manliness” shouldbe .
celebrated aga virtue rather than condemned as a social virus that
-, causes wars, sport utility vehicles and other testosterone spills. But
i perhaps manliness is (because everything is) a “social construct.”
" Hereistheheartof "gender studies™: If all humanattributes arecon-
;0 sequencesof social arrangements, then clever rearrangement of so-
5. Clety can produce whatever results the rearrangers want. 1f so, nei-
“»% . therbiology norhistory nor natureis destiny. All is nurture and
" ephemeral, nathmgxsuwnnmva, innate, permanent, Nothing is
- destined. Everythingis amattér of choice. Free atlast, freeatlast ...
: ‘One tool for striking the chains from woman's wrists and ankles
L 'is a noun that hag become a verb: payent. It makes fathers and
mothers interchangeable, their differences ﬁmgzble, their duties
"'mgauablc = ’
i é‘md why not, now that The New ”York ’I‘imr:s reports this bul-
l( (s l'f

it easier to be courageousand women find it easier to be moderate.

+Tantry, whizh everyone kiows is condescension, may now come
_ guietly, onlitde gatfeet, di qguxsm} as sensitivity.

opening a door for a woman expresses disdain by asserting that

-they can act as masculine asmen have to, and they want men re

by Professor Henry Higgios, no ferinist.

e iesiMale peacy mary Novrghi before ,
and afer Henry VT donved silk stockings..
to show off bis legs. The Times cites a pro.
freasor in Indiana whi has written abook
ormasculinity es portrayed in the movies™ ¥
of Junmy Stewart, Jack Nicholson and 3
Clint Eastwood. The professor asks, “What /{8
if masculinity is a construgtion, something }
we unconsciously wo rk very hard on mak
ing ourselves into that we've all gonned
ourselves into believing is naturali™ The
professor seems to think he Is entertaining .
a daring idea, but nowsdays nothing sesms
more natural than disbelief in the natural;

Manliness s usually thought to involve,
above all, courage,especially in battle. In
American terature, maniiness is famoust
aciuired by the young man in “The Red _
Badge of Courage” who acquires that red. { £
badge—a wound. Manliness, says Mans- ;3
field thoughtfully, celebrates action over g ¥
theught, so “one could even say that thmk i
ing is in itself a challenge to the superior
of manliness.”

Hwomaniiness (whichis notasymenym |
forfemininity}isthe opposite of tnanliness,!
L womanliness is mmore reflective, even phile
sophical, andlessanimal, morehuman, ¥
hence higher. Males are not flattered bywhat
Mansfield calls “the asymmetryof the sexes.” Aristotle said men find

Mansfield suggests that this is becausewomen are more thoughtful
Would a really '90¢ Man, caring and sensitive, want the Jargely ani-
mal attribute of manliness, or regard it as virtuous? Wespeak of
spead being avirtugin aracehorse, buthorses cannotbevirtuous.
rBist wait: Pérkiaps the '90s Man himselfl is inherently insidious
Perhaps e is sneaking patriarchy-the subordination of women—
back into segiety, from which it was so recently expellediGal

Pwhap-s what everyone knows is false. Maybe the gallantry of |

the man is stronger. Then again, pbysical smmgth is a merely gni[ [@
mal attribute. And opening a door may express sincere rather than s
guileful deference. Mansfield: “The woman does go first.” :
Then again, male sensitivity was not born yesterday. Some of thie (8
stuffed animals that children coddie are called Teddy Bears beeatse {88
on one famous occasion the man wha was the rough-riding pérsoni
fication of séif-conscious imankiness wis tol sensitive to shoot s wes
bear. Yes, Teddy Roosevelt. That {18} '90s Man thought warwas
splendidly bracing for a nation, and that if a war was not handy,
war’s moral equivalent, football, would have to suffice.
Mansfield says that feminists faylt masculinity primarily for its:
antidemocratic exclusivity. Theywant society reconstrocted so

constructed so they will act 4 little less masooline, more sensitive.
Feminists' real complaint, says Mansfield, is with femininity, th
“mystique” (Betty Friedun) of mildness that men supposedly have:
foisted on women to keep them in their place, which is down, as |
'the “second sex” (Simone de Beauvoir), ‘

“Why can'ta woman be more like a man?” ask some feminists. I
is a fair, and complex, question famously asked in “My Fair Lad
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these fake fags are here 1o stay: Fhave it on good authority that Merriam-

. the gy, By the fall of 1996, every straight guy in the oflice had at least one gay

_gaving-up some rough-and-tumble straight, What's next? Classes an mas:

THE PIRST PIME TMET MY MAGAZINE-EDITOR FRIEND "D,
assumed he was a cool, inodem gay guy. He wasn't swishy oranything But he
was a little emotional and pretty hip and ... you know, gay. His fashion sense
was deceptively casual, suggesting past consultations with stylists. He was
ool in a way that straight guys simply are not. And he talked about seaing
some new collection in Paris and how hot the guys on the runway were this
season. That'spretly gay.

. Soimagine my surprise Lo lean that I was straight. Andno notin-the-closet-
straight. Straight-straight. 1t was only when T discovered that he was 31 and not
39 tike I'dassurned (apparently the magazine business ages you even faster than
advertising does) that il all made sense.

The new generation of hetero men has effectively erased the heretofore
obvious boundaries between gay and straight. Gaydar - the innate alert system
that activates every thine a vay yuy (e} steps within ten paces of another gay
guy--has been jammed. It is no longer possible W tell ahomo at a glance, Wel-

come b the days of the dreaded "metrosexual.” And unfortunately, it looks Hke

Webster is reviewing the word metrosexual for inclusion in a fortheoming edi-
tiorolits dictionary. ‘ .

Need Fremind you, this is the era of men with trivrmed chest bair and open-
toc sandals who are engaged to women named Flizabeth. These guys are plan-
ning their own weddings—ceven down to the gown. Today igs notuncommeon to
see 1 wuy drag his givlfriend to a new Renée Zellweger flick just o he can cry,
becanse he necds release. And not that kind of release, either,

At my book signings, | am constantly amazed by all the swanky Prada fags
who come up £ome and say, “Ohmy God, Tust loved your book ...t was {‘ubulous,"
then reach around and grab some girl, “And this is Caitlin, my wife. And she loves
yort tao, We hoth do. Nice bageball cap, by the way. Really sets off yourjaw”

1. for one, think this is the opposite of progress. I was bad enough that gay
guys were air-kissing on the streets like Upper East Sicle socialites. But two lum-
hering, ordinary buds stopping on the sidewalk to discuss their pedicures seems
to mea sium that society is collapsing,

| fizst noticed the trend as far back as the summer uf 1995, when T was working
for a then-cool ad agency. All of a sudden, the straight guys started coming 1o
work with product in their hait. Soon after, they were eating saladyand going to

male fiend from the media departinent whom they'd invariably ask *Do these
pants make my ass look big?”

{ have a lat of straight male friends, so Trooka "D you think you're wally a
fag?" poll. Tenpercent answered. "No, why? Are these low-riders really gay or
sonmething?” And the remaining go percent rephied, "No,not at all Except {
wouldn't kick Bill Hommerout of bed haha” '

fromically, iUs the clichéd, sports-fanatic straight guy who is the gayest ofall.}
mean, what could possibly be gayer than having the name of anuther man—3a
muscular athlete, no less--stitched onto the very shirt youw wear against your
fesh. your sweaty nipples poking through the *)" and "N ofgood ol No. 23 after
a gaime of pickup. (That's pickup baskethall for you full-on fags.) Come to think of
it maybe yelling Swish! after every jump shot runs a close second. Not to men-.
rion all the "man-to-man” detense going on, )

Samaybe of raiyht ginys have heen the ones in the closet all along. Suddenly
it's nonthreatening for them to find emotional closeness with another man,
Now it's okay for them to be stylish and care about their pores. Twao fellas can
embrace on the streetand talk about fareskin restoration and share their pain,

Hell, the most popular show on TV over the stminer starred {ive faggots

tering your gay reflex and breathing throughy your nose hilled as hetero-blow-
job seminars?

i s enough Lo make me wish Lwere a big hairy dyke.




